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HIGHWAY INSPECTOR’S ABILITIES 
ARE MANY AND VARIED 


“lt would be most difficult to build highways and 
bridges correctly without the Department’s highway in- 
spectors whose kind of job is no snap,’’ said Fred Jas- 
chick, Resident Engineer on the Brigantine Bridge pro- 
ject. 

To insure compliance with all construction and main- 
tenance work specifications, the Department has 338 em- 
ployees in such titles as Assistant Highway Inspector, 
Highway Inspector, Senior Highway Inspector and Prin- 
cipal Highway Inspector. 

“The knowledge the highway inspector must possess 
and the abilities he must have for the construction of 
today’s highways and bridges are many and varied,’’ 
contends Eugene Blasko, Senior Engineer and assistant 
to Jaschick. 
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Bill Hevener, Assistant Highway Inspector, checks the 
steel reinforcing rods before concrete is poured for the side- 
walks and parapets of the Department’s more than $10 million 


Brigantine Bridge. 
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As an example, he pointed out, Bill Hevener, Assis- 
tant Highway Inspector, shifts from one type of inspec- 
tion job to the other to get a better understanding of 
all phases of bridge inspections. It’s Hevener’s job to 
see that all forms are set according to specifications 
and to check all steel reinforcing rods for proper size, 


quality, quantity and alignment. He must watch the con- 
crete while it is being poured for the deck, sidewalks 
and parapets to assure compliance with the Department's 
standards. He must also keep records of his inspec- 
tions. 


The Assistant Highway Inspector must know the funda- 
mentals of algebra, plane geometry and trigonometry; 
know how to analyze the basic inspection problems; and 
have the basic knowledge of the methods, techniques 
and materials used in all types of highway and bridge 
construction, explains Mr. Blasko. 

“One of the problems confronting the Assistant High- 
way Inspector,’’ says Blasko, ‘‘involves going from one 
phase of work to another while 10 to 12 of the contrac- 
tor’s men are performing different phases of bridge con- 
struction simultaneously.” 

Working with Hevener is Joe Dehaven, Highway In- 
spector, who not only helps but also keeps an eye on the 
Assistant Highway Inspector to see that he learns all 
areas of bridge construction inspections. Dehaven, who 
has been with the Department for more than 12 years, in- 


spected both on the ground and on the bridge, 8.2 million 
pounds of structural steel that was used in the bridge 
erection. This involved checking the pieces, alignment, 
bolting, welding and painting. 


Also working on the Brigantine Bridge is Highway 
Inspector Dave Strickland who has been with the Depart- 
ment 16 years. He spends much of his time inspecting 
concrete in mixing trucks, seeing that it is fresh and 
that the proper amount of water has been added. Strick- 
land also makes sure that each batch of incoming con- 
crete has the Department's Materials Inspector's ap- 
proval before it can be poured at the bridge site. Ma- 
terials Inspectors are assigned to work at the contrac- 
tor’s plants where either concrete, asphalt or other pro- 
ducts are being made for use on the Department's high- 
way bridge projects. 

When Strickland is not checking the mixing trucks, 
he is inspecting grades and drainages, curbs, forms and 
asphalt, part of the construction of the roads and ramps 
of the bridge job. 

A 25-year veteran of the Department is Ed Walker, 
Principal Highway Inspector, who supervises all the in- 
spectors on the Brigantine Bridge project. He also in- 
spects the paving for the bridge’s roads and ramps. 

Another Principal Highway Inspector who has been 
with the Department 25 years is Bill Evans. He is the 
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office manager who keeps records of all the work per- 
formed for the bridge construction. 
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Marvin Cole (left), Maintenance Man |, and Robert Garis, 
Truck Driver, of the Bloomsbury Yard, are applying red lead 
to a snow plow preparatory to spray painting it for winter use. 
The work was performed last month. 


IDEAS PAY OFF FOR 12 EMPLOYEES 


Twelve out of 34 State employees who received Sug- 
gestion Award checks for their ideas during the third 
quarter of 1972 were Department personnel. They are: 
Ray R. Ulrich, Mechanic Foreman with Maintenance 
and Construction (two awards $50 and $25); Harold Holm- 
strom, Maintenance Man | with the Bureau of Mainten- 
ance ($35); Donald Hendrickson, Highway Maintenance 
Foreman with the Bureau of Maintenance ($30); Peter L. 
Cerenzo, Highway Inspector, Permits with the Bureau 
of Maintenance ($25); Edna Groobam, Senior Clerk Ty- 
pist with Central Services ($25); June M. Beyer, En- 
gineering Aide |, with Materials ($20); Walter S. Cram- 
mer, Highway Construction Foreman with the Bureau of 
Maintenance ($20); Norman P. Deitch, Highway Engineer 
with Traffic Engineering ($20); Andrew P. Verdi, Painter 
with the Bureau of Equipment ($20); John Tomasiello, 
Senior Highway Inspector with Construction ($15); Jos- 


_eph E. Agabiti, Engineering Aide II ($10) and Arnold S. 


Applebaum, Engineering Aide Il with the Division of 
Materials ($10). 


WRITE TO PERSONNEL IF YOU QUALIFY 
FOR SICK-PAY INCOME TAX DEDUCTION 


A Department employee can qualify for an income 
tax deduction related to excludable income sick pay 
after he or she has been absent from work because of 
injury or illness for at least 30 consecutive days. Then, 
after the 30-day period, the injured or sick employee 
can deduct up to $100 weekly. 

If you are eligible for the deduction you should in- 
form the Division of Personnel, Room 1200, Main Build- 
ing, in writing and include your name, address, social 
security number, dates of absence from work and the 
name and address of the hospital if used. 

If you have any questions, contact Miss Helen Cole 


of Personnel, 609-292-3440. 
RETIREMENTS 


James J. Flavin, Principal Clerk with Maintenance; 
John Frascella, Principal Engineer, Highway, with Lo- 
cal Government Aid, and Edgar W. Hart, Principal En- 
gineer, Highway with Construction (each with 46 years); 
Alfred A. Faxon, Jr., Assistant Chief Engineer with 
Transportation and Local Aid (43 years); Stanley Mc- 
Kelvey, Truck Driver with Maintenance and John Brown, 
Assistant Chief Bridge Operator with the Electric Bur- 
eau (37 years each); Norman E. Scholler, Senior En- 
gineer with Materials Testing (34 years); Frank P. Fox, 
Truck Driver with Maintenance and Frank Kawar, High- 
way Engineer with Design (25 years each); Lawrence 
DeGrave, Mechanic with Maintenance (21 years); John 
F. Connett, Master Mechanic | with Maintenance (19 


years); Gomar Bridges, Master Mechanic | with Main- 
tenance (15 years); Morris W. Klein, Legal Analyst | 
with Right-of-Way (10 years). 


THREE COMPLETE AUTO MECHANICS COURSE 


School is out for three Department employees who 
have completed a training course in auto mechanics. 
They are Barry W. Schutts, Raymond Thomann and E. 
T. Taylor who received apprentice certificates after 
completing the two-year auto course at Mercer County 
Vocational-Technical School. Schutts and Thomann 
received their on-the-job training at the Fernwood Ga- 
rage and Taylor, at the Sand Hill Garage. 

The course was administered by the Personnel Di- 
vision, Bureau of Recruitment and Training, in cooper- 
ation with N.J. Department of Education and Mercer 
County Vocational-Technical School. 


Happy Notes 


Deputy Attorney General Daly Temchine and his wife, 
Judy, have recently announced the birth of their first 
child, Jennifer Elise Temchine. 


Malcolm (Mac) Wandling, Principal Engineer with 
Office of Information Services, and his wife, Mrs. 
Dorothy E. Wandling, Senior Engineer with Planning, 
recently vacationed two weeks touring England, France, 
Holland, Switzerland and Italy. 


St. Joseph’s Roman Catholic Church provided the 
scene recently for the marriage of Miss Theresa Beiss- 
wanger, Senior Clerk Stenographer with Right-of-Way, 
and Leonard Interdonato. 


In a double ring ceremony recently held in the Cor- 
pus Christi Roman Catholic Church of Willingboro, Miss 
Nancy Robin MacGregor became the bride of Michael 
D. Crea, Offset Machine Operator with Central Services. | 
The couple honeymooned in St. Thomas, the Virgin 
Islands. 


John Marhefka, Sign Fabricator with Signs, has been 
promoted to Assistant Foreman. Mr. Marhefka has been 
with the Department since 1967. 


Miss Lynda A. Patrone, Senior Audit Account Clerk 
with the Division of Fiscal Management, recently vaca- 
tioned three weeks in Europe, visiting England, France, 
Ireland, Germany, Belgium, Switzerland, Austria, Italy, 
and Greece. 


Holy Angels Roman Catholic Church in Trenton pro- 
vided the setting recently for the marriage of Miss An- 
gela Marie Gervasio, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Pasquale 
Gervasio, to Anthony John Gould, Engineer Aide | with 
Materials. The couple honeymooned in Disney World in 


Florida. 


Mrs. Jean L. Sgro, Engineering Aide | with Data Re- 
sources, and August J. Melana, formerly of New York 
City, were married recently during a double-ring and 
candle-light ceremony in St. James Roman Catholic 
Church, Trenton. The couple honeymooned in Portugal, 
Madrid and Majorca, Spain. 


United in marriage recently in St. John’s Roman Cath- 
olic Church of Lambertville were Miss Patricia A. Car- 
ducci, Clerk Stenographer with Right-of-Way, and Randel 
C. Jones. The couple honeymooned in the southern States. 


In addition to operating equipment, Richard Olah, Equip- 
ment Operator with Maintenance, does light repair work such 
as the replacing of hydraulic hoses, light bulbs, batteries and 
and windshield wipers to help keep the Bloomsbury Yard's 
equipment ‘‘on the go.’’ 


Olah is preparing to replace a defective bulb in the trac- 
tor’s headlight. 


NEW EQUIPMENT STRAIGHTENS 
BENT GUARD RAIL TO LOOK NEW 


Like the words of an old song, ‘‘... you push the 
first valve down, the music goes ‘round and ‘round, ... 
and it comes out here,’’ the explanation an how to op- 
erate a new piece of Department equipment might read: 
You push the first valve down, the rollers go ‘round and 
‘round, and the badly bent guard rail comes out like new. 

‘‘The new piece of equipment is a ‘Rail Runner’ or 
a guard rail straightener that is expected to save the 
Department considerable money salvaging virtually all 
bent Flex-Beam metal guard rail,’? said John C. Gib- 
son, Chief Engineer, Construction and Maintenance. 

The guard rail straightener is mounted on a small 
trailer that can be towed by any of the Department’s 
dump trucks equipped with a special hook. It has its 
own power plant and requires little skill to operate. 

The unit’s rollers--the heart of the equipment which 
reforms the rails--can be adjusted hydraulically to ac- 
commodate either 10 or 12-gauge metal and to accept 
badly bent rails. It is capable of curving a rail, either 
concave or convex, with a minimum radius of 7.5 feet. 
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Any length of guard rail can easily be straightened 
at any one of three speeds depending on the severity of 
the damage: throttled down (2.5 feet per minute), low 
(7.5 feet per minute) and high (15 feet per minute). A 
safety feature concerns a control lever that the operator 
must hold down to keep the equipment operating, other- 
wise it stops immediately. 

Present policy calls for the new unit to be garaged 
at Fernwood and to be loaned to the Regions on a ro- 
tating basis for the time needed to straighten each Re- 
gion’s stockpiled damaged guard rail. It will be opera- 


ted by a team of three, an equipment operator and two 
maintenance men. 
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Larry Lore, Equipment Operation Foreman, 
checks out the Department’s new trailer-moun- 
ted, portable, self powered, guard rail straigh- 
tener during a recent test of the equipment in 
the Fernwood Yard. 


The test involved running 25 sections of 
badly bent metal guard rail through the new 
unit. Each damaged rail tested was perfectly 
reformed in but a few minutes. (See story) 


